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Hew HICOG Law Extends Jurisdlctlon of Gernan Courts

U.S. High Comnlsuioncr Dre Jamcs B Conant 1act week signed a new
HI1C0¢ low extending the jurisdiction of the German courts in the U.S. Zone
which is leected to result in o substantial reduction, poss ibly as much
o8 40 pexr ccn%, in tho preascent case load of the HICOG courts

The new HICOG low is desxnned to bring the Jurlsdzctlon qf the German
. courts nore noarly in linc with vhat it will be after the Contractual
Lgrecments go into cffecte The new law will become cffoctive after it 4s
printed in the official Allicd liigh Commission Gazette, which is ox rpected
vithin the next ¢en day..

The Gernan courts arc given morc jurisdiction in the trlal of cortain
clegoes of crininal offenscs which were fornerly rescrved for the HICOG
sourtse Also there arc ccrtain minor changes affecting the restrictions on
the jurisdlction of German courts in civil cases.

e The uuthorizqtlonu grantcd under the nov lawv do not restrict the
i jurisdlctlon of the Unitcd States courts but in most instaonces thesec
authorizations result in concurrent Jurisdiction. U,5. policy will be to
look to the CGerman authorities to prosccutce cascs vhere German courts have
jurisdiction and it is not anticipated that the concurrent jurisdiction
~of tho U,5, courts will bc invoked oxcept where substantial comsidorations
- offecting an occupation intorcst cxist., In crinminal cascs in vhich the de=
fendont is o nenber of the Allied Forcus, the IITCOC courts will continue %o
have c“c1u31vc Jurlsdictlon.

. Aftor tho ncv law goes 1nto offect Gernan courts will be autharized
to try offonscs against thc_propcrty of nembcrs of "the Allied Torces, such -
as thefts, wilful or nalicious drmages to property, ctes Under the old law,
Gorman courts werc grﬂntod jurisdiction only if the property value or
donoge 4id not oxcced $100. The nov law removes this limit and brings all
such cascs 11thin the jurisdiction of the GC“man courtse

In the casc of offenses agoinst property of the threc occupation powers
or their zgencies, such os the ﬁuropeuanch nge Systen or the Stars and
Stripes, the linit is raised to $500 and thefts or denmages to property
valued at less than this amount may be tricd by the Gernan courtse

The now law also withdravws the prohibition against prosccution in the
Gcrnan courts for violations of AHC Law Tos 5, 22, and 24 which deal with
Pregs ond Radio, Atonic Encrgy, Control of Var Materials, respectivelye The
Gornan courts wlll still be barred from prosccuting offcnscs under AHC
Law Wo, 14 (offenses against interests of the occupation) but they nay
prosecute under Gernan lav if the act is a viclation of both lavss The trial
of non-Gernong for illegal border crossing undcr UG Laxr 161 continuvs to be
reserved for Occupation courts if the persons charged claim to be political
rofugccs.

In the fleld of traffic offonseu, Gernen courts will now be authorized
to try Gornan drivers of notor vehicles owned by the occupation powers for
~wiolations on charges arising out of the operation of such vchlclc gven on
offieial duty.

. Dhe nev lav will superscdo HICOG Law iloe 6 and its various amendments
and wiil codify all HICOG legislation affecting the Jurlodlction of the
Gornan courts in;q single lawe
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U S.“Personhel Authoriied TosInsure Cars ith Gerﬁdn Companies

The Offlce of the U «Se ngh Connisaioner for Gernany announced today
the enactment of lcgislg‘hlon(HICOG Ordinance Noe 27 ond IIICOG Law Noe 36)
vwhich will purmlt U.u. occupation personncl whose notor vchicles dre
resictored v1th USLREUR to insurc with Gernan insurance comvanics.

The nev 1owrs w1ll pernit T.S. porsonncl to insurec Jlth companios nowv
licensed by USARLUR in dollars, or with Gernan companies in HYoutsche Mark
anounts as prescribed by Gernan law.

Lt present the USAR”UR-llcensed compmnlos sell only in dollﬂr anounts;
the ninirun requirecnents of vhich ard $54000 and 510,000 porsonal 1liability,
and 35,000 property danage liabilitye Policics wrlttcn for Deutsche llarks,
pursuant to the nov legislcotion, must conform to German law which requires
a ninipun’of DII 10,000 for property damagp, and DIf 100, 000 for personal
11abilitye

‘x

Under thc provisions of the noew 1oglslat10n, it will not bo necessary
for Gernan insuronce conpanics to belicensed by USAREUR in order to issue
DI policiess HICOG authorities said, hovever, thct there is no indication
a8 yot that German insurance conpanlcs will entor this fields

If and vhen o Gcrnan conpany 31gn1fleg its- 1nt ention of oelllng
autonobile linbility insuranec to U,Se personnol, its nene will be added o
the list of conpanics now sclling insurance t6 U,S. personncl which are
nvailable at all vchlcle rcglstratlon officas.

The hew 1eglslut10n doos not affoct the present rlﬂht of “US AREUR~
~licensed ingurance conponies to conflnue their dollar opcrﬂtions as in the
past.

The nev lave are in line vith the prov181on of “rklclo 17, Paragrwph
7 of the Convention on the Rights ond Obligations of the Forelgn Forces and
their Fnployees in the Federal Republic of Germany which requirés that
Us5e coplojees carry insurance of the "4type and anount” preser 150& by
Gernon love

The now lgglul tion increnges the Vﬂllditj of drlving 110cnses igsucd
. by USAREUR fron threce yeors to four yeairs and also requires that accidents

- causing property danage of {50 or over nust be roported 4o the neearest
1ilitery Pollce poste r"he forner linit for conpulsory reporting was 425

] Tt is understood that US.REUR dlrect1VQS will be amendcdhln the ncar
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